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HF N we ſaw the Increiu'ity and 
Mockery of the Multitude at the 
ſtory of the Queens great Belly, 
and the fad apprehenſions of th- 
more Conliderate, that for the politick {upport of 
the Popiſh Deſign a counterfeit Son of the King's 
might be impos'd on the Kngdom, we reſolved to 
10 cbſerve and keep Memorials of the Riſe, Progrels and 
15 Iſſue of the whole matter ( as far as we could get 
i intelligence.) We preſently perceived that the 0. 
piſh Prieſts were the prime reporters and moſt con— 
ident Aſſerters of the undoubted truth of the mat- 
| ter; and they boldly tock upon them to prelage, ti. t 
the Queen was with Child of a Boy, that was to 11th 
: the ſettlement of their Church in England, as certainly 


1 as if they had ſeen the Fatus perſectly formed in her 4 
# Womb, or rather as if they had been privy to the 
} Plot of a Suppoſititious Boy, aud had their Cue in the 


Management of it. 

Their manner of talk and boaſting increaſe] the 
general ſuſpicion 3 we knew that fort of Prieſts main- 
tained the vil-{t wickedneiles to be lawful for their 
Church's ſervice, and that they have been notorious 
for Impoſtures and Forgeries of all ſorts; they once 
forged an Eternal Goſpel (as they called it), to ſup- 
port the Orders of the Mendicant Fryers; and it we 
may believe ſome of themſelves, they have à Father 
Titular in ſome rich Convents to forge Titles to any 
Man's Land adjoyning to theirs when the Convents 
have a wind to them: thoſe Prieſts contrived Queen 
Mary's great Belly for a Connterie.t H.ir to the 
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Crown, to have carried on their Catholick Cauſe; 


and as great publick Triumph and ſolemn Prayers for 


her Belly were made at Rome, and in all Popiſh Coun- 
tries, as have been made in our Queen's Caſe : but 
their deſign was unluckily croſſed when her Delive- 


rance was expected, and their Joys and Prayers va- 


niſhed in ſmoak. 


Some of thoſe Prieſts were Apents for the bloody : 


and unnatural Uſurpation of our King Richard the 
Third. A Prieſt preached at St. Pauls Croſs to, make 
the People believe that King Fdw. 4. his elder Bro- 


ther, whoſe Sons tos Richard had murdered, was a 
u 


Baſtard, not the lawful Son of Rich. D. of York ;, and 


that Richard was the true Legitimate Son, and had 
been a long time wronged of the Crown belonging to 


him. . 
It was a Prieſt's invention and management, to ſet 
up Lambert Symnel, a Baker's Son, againſt King H. 7. 


counterfeiting him to be Earl of Warwick, who laid 


claim to the Crown, and was proclaimed King in 


Ireland, and marched into England with a good Ar- 


my to maintain his Pretence : and by the like advice 
Perkin Warbeck, another Counterfeit, was ſet up a- 


gainſt the ſame H. 7. by Margaret Dutcheſs of Bur- 


gandy, to be Rickard the younger Son of Edw. 4. and 


made ſuch a conſiderable party in Feland, and was ſo 


received and aſſiſted in Scotland, that he bid fair for 


the Crown. And we could not forget what a cheat- 


ing trick the Jeſuits invented and praiſed of later 
years about procuring an Heir to a Crown. that is be- 
come their chief ſupport in Europe. 

The Remembrance of theſe, and many other wick- 


ed frauds of the Romiſh Prieſts of the like import, to 


change the Succeſſion of Crowns, to ſerve their 


Church; and ſeeing them ſo buſie and induſtrious to 


prepoſſeſs the Peoples minds with an opinion that the 
Queen had a great Belly, and that it was a Son, when 
it was impoſſible in Nature to be known, if ſhe had 
been then really pregnant; theſe things, we ſay, put to- 


gether, confirmed our ſuſpicions that they acted a 


part as they were influenced, and that a counterfeit 


Son might be reſolved on to be ſet up for Prince of 


Wates, as common Fame confidently feported. 


The Collections and Obſervations we have ſince 


made of the things that occured during the Queen's 
eee 
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The Prejender an Impoſtor- 5 
ſuppoſed pregancy, and about her yea Delivery 
of this Son, have made the truth of the matter fo 
plain in our apprehenſions, that now we no more ſuſ- 
pect, but conclude and believe this pretended Prince 
of Wales to be a mere Counterfeit : and we hold it our 
Duty to your Higneſſes, to our Country, and to the 
whole Proteſtant Intereſt (this Child being ſet up a- 
g sainftall theſe )) to ſet before you all the Memorials 
we have taken in the whole matter, ſeveral of us at 
leaſt having been very near the Court during the 
whole Tranſactioun. | | 
We crave leave to put your Highneſſes in mind, 
that before we can convincingly ſet forth the ſpeciat 
and particular Facts and Circumſtances we have re- 
marked in this matter, tis neceſſary that we firſt re- 
member and evince the truth of ſome general Con- 
cluſions about the Proofs and Evidences whereby a 
true Judgment ought to be made of this ſuppoſed 
Prince; and if your Highneſſes ſhall be clearly ſatisfi- 
ed in the truth of thoſe Concluſions, whereof we can- 
not doubt, you may be fully convinced by them'alone, 
without further heſitation or inquiry, that this ſup- 
oſed Prince of Wales cannot be juſtly judged by any 
Lind of Rules of Juftice or Law to be in truth born of 
the Queen. . ; Es 
The firſt certain Concluſion to be remembred isg,,,.4; for 
this, That by the Univerſal Rules of Juſtice and E-jto Pe. of 
quity, any Child of our Queens (that was expected W. being 
or hoped to be Heir of the Crown of three Kingdoms, ſuppoſtiti- 
and to poſtpone or ſet aſide an undoubted Heireſs ap- 944. | 
parent, and alſo the right Expectance of a warlike 
&- Prince, and divers Princeſſes of the Blood) we fay, 
ſuch a Child ought to have been atteſted to be born 
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of the Body of the Queen, of the perſonal cer- 
tain knowledge of proper Witneſſes ſutable to the 
caſe and concern, in ſo great a number, and of ſuch 
unſpotted fame, undoubted authority, and perfe& 
indiflerency, that the Proofs of its Birth could never 


have been reaſonably drawn into doubt or queſtion, 


either in England or any other Chriſtian Kingdoms 
: or States. i : 


ly made an entry in the moment of his Birth, upon 
the apparent right of her Royal Highneſs ; She had 
6d „ 


A Son of the Queen's Body had naturally and real- 


Tue Pretender an Impoſtor. 
thereby rightfully ceaſed to be Heireſs apparent to 


the Crown, and no Rules of natural Civil Juſtice, 


nor the Law of any Civil Government, will allow or 
ſuffer entries to be made, and perſon: to be outed of 


the Rights they apparently had in Judgment of Law, 


without ſufficient Proof either of Fignt paramount 
to the others, or a determination of thoſe former 
Rights apparent. | 


ur Engliſb Laws, and ſpecial Statutes for that pur- 


{ 


poſe, abhor any Entry upon the apparent * Right 
the King, or of 


of another, either of the Will o 
any Subject; the Admiſſion of ſuch a Practice is ab- 


ſolutely deſtructive of Property and all Civil Juſtice 


and Government; it diffolves the whole Civil Go- 
vernment, and turns all into the confuſed courſe of 


natural Right; whereſoever a Civil Gavernment and 


Property is eſtabliſhed on Entry of Will upon the 


legally apparent Rights of others, without ſufficient | 
Manifeſtation of their own greater or better Rights, 
ĩt is directly contrary to God's Eternal Law, and that 


J 


of all Righteouſneſs amongſt men. 


Upon theſe certain infallibte Foundations we build: 


our Concluſion, That this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, 
born of the Body of the Queen, ought by the Laws 


of England, the fundamental Rules of all Civil Juſtice : 
and Government, and by the unalterable Laws of 
God, to be manifeſtly proved by them that pretend 


it, beyond all poſſible Contradiction, in ſuch man- 


ner as is deſcribed and ſpecified in the preceding Con- 
cluſion; and ſuch Proofs ought to have been publickly 


divulged and made known to England, and the World, 
before his Patrons gught to have entred in his name 
upon her Royal Highneſſes Right, , in the Judgment 


of our Laws to be ſtiled and reputed the Heireſs ap- 


parent to the Crown of England, and to aſſume to him 
that Honour and Glory, which her Highneſs juſtly 
had in England, and all the Kingdoms and States of 
Europe, to be apparently the next Sueceſſor to the 
Crown of England. 1 8 5 


Queſtionleſs all the civilized Kingdoms in the 


World. that are hereditary, have pur ſued theſe prin- 
ciples of Juſtice and Reaſon in their common Cuſtom, 
to have their Princes born in the preſence of the Prin- 
ces of the Blood, tile chiefeſt Men of Religion, and 
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The Pretender an Impoſtor. 
the greateſt Nobles and Officers in the higheſt Truſts 
for the Kingdom, and the Ambaſſadors and Miniſters 


i of foreign Kingdoms and States: That the Heirs of 


thoſe great Inheritances might be ſo known and mani- 
feſt, that it could not be poflible for any Controverſies 
cdoariſe about their Births, and their being the lineal 
/ Heirs of the reſpective Kingdoms. Whenſoever 

Rights of any kind are obtained merely by virtue of 
Birth, thoſe that claim them are bound to prove by 
Witneſſes ſutable to the reſpective Circus | 
every Caſe, the reality of their pretended Birth, at 
their peril of being juſtly excluded from the Rights 
they demand: yet Juſtice does not always require the 
like Witnefles, and clearneſs of Teſtimony about the 
Birth of all common Perſons 3 the Circumſtances of 
their caſes being ſo different, that Witneſſes of ſuch 
Qualities and in ſuch a number as may be ſufficient 
proof for the Birth of one Heir, may juſtly be judged 
inſufficient for the birth of another. 


ances of 


7 


But the Birth of the pretended Prince of Wales was c;rcum- 


attended with ſuch Circumſtances, that Juſtice re- fances of 
quired ſhould have been teſtify'd by a plenty of ſuch his being 
Witneſſes as their proof might have amounted to the doubtful. 


higheſt degree of Certainty poſſible to be built upon 


humane Teſtimony ; doubtleſs the C:rcumſtances of 


his pretended Birth were very extraordinary. 

It was generally reputed and believed, that the 
Queen's ſickneſſes and infirmities had diſabled her to 
bring forth a living Child. The famous Phyſician 
Dr. W:Vis ſhewed that opinion to his Brethren, of one 
of her Children, when her Majeſty was much ſtrong- 
er, ſaying, there were mala ftamina vitæ; and the 


popular Opinion therein was confirmed by ſeveral 


years experience. 

It was notorious that two hundred to one through- 
ont the Kingdom did not believe the report that her 
Majeſty was with Ghild, notwithſtanding all that was 
ſaid of it by the King and the Queen, and the Prayers 
injoyned thereupon. AY 

That her Majeſty's pregnancy was as little believed 
in foreign Proteſtant Countries, as in England; and 
Pamphlets were publiſhed in ſeveral Countries as wel! 
as in England, that declared the Report of the Cueen's 
being with Child, to be nothing more than an ary 
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of the Jeſuits, by thoſe hopes of a Popiſh gucceſſor to 
the Crown, to —_— the Catholicks in their De- 
| iy 


ſigns, and to gain Proſelytes. | 
It was publiekly known there was a jealouſie in the 


_ greateſt part of the Kingdom, that the Popiſh Coun- 
cils had deſigned to impoſe upon them a counterfeit 


Prince of Wales; 


| There were alſo Circumſtances about the Birth of 
this ſuppoſed Prince, of another ſort, and no leſs im- 


portant. It was the general opinion, that the Secu- 


rity or Danger of the Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, mot only in Exgland, but in all the Kingdoms 
and States of Europe, would be the certain conſe- 
quence of her Majeſty's bearing or not bearing a 
Prince of Wales. . 

The Birth of ſuch a Prince was to be a great dimi- 
nution of many Princes and Princeſſes in their Ex- 
pectancy and Right to the Succeſſion to the three 
Crowns, and threatned England with the Danger and 
Miſery of falling under an Infant Prince in name, and 
in truth under the Domination of Rome. ES 


No certain All theſe ſpecial Circumſtances — the Birth - 
Proofs of of this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, being of ſuch a na- 


ture, import and Number, as the like never met to- 


ether before in the Expectations of the birth of any 


rince in the World; in this Caſe, natural Juſtice, 
common to all Nations, and the practical Reaſon of 


the ſpecial cuſtomary Law of England in the proof of 
Matters of fact: we ſay, both univerfal Juſtice and 


the peculiar Law of England required indilpenſably, 
that there ſhonld have been ſuch proper proof that 


- this ſuppoſed Prince was born of the Queen, as was 


anſwerable to all the ſpecial Circumſtances in the caſe, 


ſuch proof as had comprehended the Objections that 


might ariſe from every of them as fully as was poſſi- 


ble in the Nature of the things, that the teſtimony of 


his Birth might have been ſufficient to have ſatisfied 
the moſt jealous and diſtruſtful about it in our own 
and foreign Countries, and to have removed all the 
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rejudices againſt it that were known to have been 


pread far and near by common Fame. 


It was abfolutely neceſſary in Juſtice, Law and 
Prudence to have had ſuch proof of his Birth as our 


precedent Concluſion hath aſſerted: that is, 


T hat. 


The Pretender an Impoſtor 
That there had been Teſtimony of it, of perſonal 


and abſolutely certain knowledge. Women to have 


teſtified their perſonal ſight and perception of that ve- 
ry individual Child coming naturally out of the 
Queen's womb; and men to have witneſſed their im- 
mediate free and full ſight and inſpeRion of that very 
Child by the womens aſſiſtance in his pure natural 
nakedneſs, with all the known marks and tokens of 


his ng juſt ſeparated from the womb, and from 


thoſe other things that are natural to the Birth of a 


Child; the effects of ſuch ſeparation being there vi- 


ſible, and impoſſible to be hidden: ſuch Teſtimony 


is always provided for in the Birth of every Prince 
of the Blood in France, tho never ſo remote from the 
_ Crown, 1 


* 


That the Witneſſes of thoſe matters had been fit 
and proper witneſſes, ſutable to the greatneſs of the 


Perſons and Things that might be in queſtion, and to 


the vaſt extenſive Conſequence that may enſue there- 


upon. Nature, or the firſt Light from God created 
in the minds of mankind, dictated the equity of ſuch 


Roman Imperial Laws as appointed thoſe who aſſerted 


Filiation or Marriage, to prove them by fit or pro- 
per and moſt unqueſtionable Witneſſes. Moſt of the 


Writers about thoſe Laws ſerve themſelves therein 
of theſe Words ſeverally, which we will for ſhortuels 
put together; Matri monium & filzationem qui alſerunt, 
debent probare per teftes idoneos omni Exceptione majores ; 


they that alledg a Marriage or a Child bearing,by vir- 
tue whereof they claim, gught to prove it by Wit- 


neſſes that are above or beyond all pothible Exception: 


in this caſe there ought to have been ſuch fit Witneſ— 


ſes as nothing could be objected againſt them in any 
reſpec, either by Engliſhmen or Foreigners. 

That the Witneſſes which Law and Prudence re- 
quired of both Sexes, had been fit and proper in re- 


ſpect of their years, or age; that the Women had 


been Matrons, whoſe Gravity and Sobr ety were fit 
to attract ſome decent Reverence from the men of 
like Quality, in their expoſing to them nakedly the 


works of Nature, as was unavoidably receſſary. 


That they had been fit and proper in regard of 
their ſufficiency of knowledge and under ſtan ding in the 
matters of Child-bearing 3 — as knew by — 


| ObjefFions | 
againſt it, 
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all thoſe works of Nature, in what manner the Mo- 
thers ought to be and are cuſtomarily treated ia their 
real Travel and Child- bearing, and immediately after 
it; and what are the natural Symptoms in the Mo- 
ther that accompany the real bringing forth ofa Child 
before it hath been its natural time of nine Months in 
the Womb, and at its due natural time; and alſo 
the ſigns of a Child perfectly grown in the Womb, 


or brought to light before its time of perfection. It 


was of neceſlity that the Witneſſes had been of ſuch 


| knowledg and experience in all theſe Matters, or ſo 


ſufficientlyanformed about them by others of skill and 


faithfulneſs, that it might have been manifeſt to the 
Kingdom that ſuch Witneſſes could not be impoſed 

upo1, deluded, or deceived by any cunning Artifices 
to believe this pretended Prince to be born of the 


— 


feit. 


Queen, if he were in truth ſuppoſititious and counter- 


The general Rules of our Canon Law required, 
that the Witneſſes had been publickly known to the 
Kingdom by their Perſons or their Names, their In- 


treſts, Concerns or Imployment. Our Fundamental 
Laus have taken care that all matters of Fact ſhould 
be decided by Juries of the Neighborhood where 
the Facts are done, that the Witneſſes that teſtify 
them, maybe known to. the Jurors; and Fraud is al- 
ways ſuſpected, if perſons unkown to the Neighbor- 
hood of the Facts be produced to witneſs them, un- 
leſs there be maniſeſt reaſon for their knowledg of the 
Fact better than thoſe thgt were near to the Place, 


and known to the Jurors, , 


| The reaſon of our Law is of impregnable force in 
the Caſe of the ſuppoſed Prince, that the Witneſſes 
of his Birth ſhould be perſons publickly known, on 


whole knowledg, truth and credit, the whole King- 


dom and the Chriſtian World ſhould rely in a mat- 
ter of ſuch vaſt conſequence. Obſcure unknown per- 


ſons, never publickly named or heard of in this or a= 


ny foreign Kingdom, and above all obſcure Foreign- 
ners, French or Italians, or others, ought not to be 
deemed fit or competent Witneſſes to ſatisfy the 
Kingdom in this Fact, Indeed when Circumſtances 


are conſidered, it will be evident that their preten- 


ded Teſtimony ought to be rejected; and if it be of- 
fered, 
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fered, it juſtly puts a prejudice upon their pretences, 
in regard there was a whole Kingdom, beſides all the 
eminent Miniſters of foreign Princes and States, 
out of which Witneſſes might have been ſelected, 
that were publickly known and heard of by all the 
People; and the neceility of it was never fo ma- 
nifeſt in any caſe, it being known to his Majeſty and 
his whole Gourt, that the Queen's being with Child, 
was not generally believed either in England or fo- 


'reign Countries. ; 
Common Juſtice required that the Witneſſes had Grounds »f 
been fit and proper, in reſpe& of their high diſtin- S«/picion, 


„ 


mommy Quality; either that they had been digni- 


fied with ſome of the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Digni- 
ties, as Arch-biſhops, or Biſhops; or had been by 


Birth or Creation of the degree of the greateit No- 
bility of the Kingdom; or that their extraordinary 
Worth had raiſed their Reputation, and had been 
honoured with the great and eminent Offices of Truſt 


in the Realm... 


Our Laws are impartial to High and Low in hear- 


ing the Teſtimonies of Witneſſes in every Caſe: and 


therefore they duly conſider both the Circumſtances 
of every Fact to be proved, and of every Witneſs, 


and his Capacity to prove it, Our Laws indeed judg 


not Truth and Integrity to be annexed and intailed 
to Dignity, Nobility or Greatneſs; yet they juſtly 


claim the Teſtimonies of Perſons of great Dignity in 


the Church, or of Noble Birth, and raiſed Knowledg 


and Fortunes, and independant upon others, as more 


free from Exception (which this Caſe requires) than 
thoſeof weak underſtandings, without the advantage 
of excellent Breeding and Inſtruction, or Indigent, 
and bound to depend on the Favour of others for their 
ſupport, like Nurſes and Midwives an other Servants, 

Therefore (ceteris paribus) the capacity and Proba- 


| bilty of knowing the Facts, and the Indifferency of 


Witneſſes of High and Low degree being equal, our 
Laws juſtly allow moſt Weight and Credit to the Leſ- 
timony of dignified and noble Witneſſes; and they 
are therefore required to prove the Fact of a Prince's 
Birth, whereupon depends the Right and Tittle to 
Kindoms to exclude the apparent Right of one, and to 


put another into poſſeſſion of the lame. 
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Our Laws perſume Perſons of ſuch high degree to 


have greater ſenſe and regard to Conſcience, more ge- 
neroſity and contempt of Falſhood, and more tender- 
neſs of their Honour than thoſe of Low Condition; 
and on that perſumption, Noblemens Affirmation, up- 


on their Honour, are in many Caſes accepted by our 


Laws 1n lien of their Oaths, to which all others are 
oblidged in the ſame or like Caſes: and for that rea- 
ſon their Declarations of the Birth of a Prince, with- 
out their making Oath thereof judicially, have been as 
certainly relied upon by the Kingdom in the Deſcent 
of the Inheritance without Diſpute, as if they had 
ſworn their knowledg in the forms of Juſtice. 

There arealſo other circumſtantial Reaſons (to which 
our Laws have regard) for the greateſt value to be put 
upon the Teſtimony of the Nobility of both Sexes about 


the Birth of a Prince; they are moſt accuſtomed to the 


preſence and converſation of the King and Queen. 
Such Ladies zre juſtly preſumed to be free from 


Vi itnefſes too great awful Diſtances, common to thoſe of lower 


wanting or 


defective, 


to make ſuch near Approaches to the Queen in her 
Travel and bringing forth as are neceſſary, that they 
may be ocular Witneſſes that they have ſeen the Child 
in its very Birth; and ſuch Nobles are more bold and 
free to take ſuch a ſearching View of the Child in its 
naked Naturals as may make them knowing witnel- 
ies of its Birth, and abſointely certain that they are 
not deluded with a Suppoſititions Child. 
Such Noble Witneſſes are alſo known to have great- 


er Obligations upon them than others, to prevent all 
poilible Queſtions and Diſputes that may ariſey any 


uncertainties about the Succeſſion to the Crown, Which 
may divide and deſtroy the Kingdom; and their great 


_ Intereſt and Pofterities, their Conditions and Fortunes 


are ſuppoſed, by our Laws, to be above temptations 
by Bribes of Wealth, or Honour, to connive at falſ- 


hood, or to ſtoop to ſerve a counterfeit Prince. 


Upon all theſe Conſiderations, the Witneſſes of 
the Birth of every Engliſh Prince ought to be of ſuch 
High and Noble Quality; and it was known to have 
been infinitely more neceſſary, that the Reaſon of 
our Law had been exactly obſerved in the caſe of this 
ſuppoſed Prince, than ever it was ſince the ſoundati- 


on 


Quality; and to have more Audacity and Confidence 
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on of the Kingdom there * was any ſuch occaſi- 
on to have ſtopped the mouth 


were ſuch fit and proper Witneſſes, that a Prince was 
now born of the Queen, as were unqueſtionable, with- 
out any poſlible exception, whoſe Truth and Faith 


ſulnefs might be relied upon ſecurely. Juſtice alſo re- 


quired, for full Security, that there had been compe- 
tent and ſufficient numbers of thoſe fit and proper 
Witneſſes; at leaſt that there had been ſo many of 
them as were able toobviate all ways and practices of 


Co that it could not have been ſuppoſed to be poſ- 


{ible that a Fraud had been upon them. 
This ſort of Caution is always juſt and neceſſary in 
the Birth of our Princes; but in the preſent caſe there 


could have been no honeſt end, intention, or pretence 
to have confin'd themſelves to a ſmall number of Wit - 


neſſes of a Fact, wherein a Kingdom, known to be fil- 
led with juſt 8 of an Impoſture to he put upon 
them, were to be ſatisfied merely by the Witneſſes 


averment, and a Noble Princeſs alſo to be excluded 
from being Heireſs apparent to the Crown. 


Our Laws require Witneſſes of Facts anſwerable 
to the Nature and Circumſtances of them, and always 
require ample Teſtimonies, when the Parties oblig- 
ed to prove them had it in their power and choice, 
without charge or burden to themſeves, to multiply 
their Witneſſes to what number they pleaſed, and 
could not be ignorant of the uſefulneſs or neceſſity of 
it; and yet more eſpecially if the Fa& were ſuch, 
whereby great benefit was to accrue to them, and an- 
ſwerable Loſs to others; in ſuch a Caſe it would much 
abate the ſtrength of the proof in the courſe of the 
Law, if there were ſuch a (mall number of Witneſſes 


as might leave room for any Objection, or the leaſt 


doubt of the Fact. 


The antient Roman Imperial Laws in the Caſes of 
Subjects, when there was a Poſthumus to be born that 
might exclude another Heir apparent; we ſay; thoſe 
Laws in common natural Equity, to prevent a ſuppo- 
ſititious Child, appointed zo days notice to be given 
to the apparent Heir, and all others whoſe Right was 


concerned, of the expected time of her Travel and 


Delivery, that on the behalf of the Heir pert. 
| y Qs 


f publick fame, or to 
have ſhewed the juſtly jealous Subjects, that there 
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Women might be ſent to be preſent to ſee the Birth | 
of the Child that might become the Heir: that Law 
confined the number to five free Women to be ſent, # 
allowing her that was to be delivered, alſo five Wo- 
men of her own chuſing, and no more; ſo that the 
number to be preſent at her delivery ſhould not ex- 
ceed Ten, beſides two Midwives, and Six Maid-Ser- | 
vants that were no Witneſſes. ner on 
This Rule was ſet down poſitively in the Empire, 
as the Dictate of natural Equity and Prudence; and | 
tho England hath no poſitive written Law, that pre- | 
ſcribes any ſet number of Friends to be ſent in ſuch | 
caſe by the Heir apparent, to ſee the Birth of ſuch a 
Child, yet the Cuſtom and Practice is in every ſuch 
caſe, (tho no Fraud be ſuſpected) to give notice to 
the next Heir, and that ſome of their Friends are 
cuſtomarily ſent (to what number they pleaſe ) to be 
preſent at the Birth of the Child, that may be an Heir 
to the Excluſion of another. PE. 

That practice with us is not of Favour, but of legal 
Right; our Common Law generally binds all that ſet 
up a claim to any thing that another hath, to give 
ſuch notice of his pretence as is needful to make his 
juſt defence if he can, and to prove the Fact whereby 
he claims, by ſuch a number of Witneſſes as may put 


the Truth of it out of doubt to the Court of Judicature: 


but that number in the courſe of our Law is greater 
or ſmaller, according to the Cauſe that appears of je- 
touſy or diſtruſt of the Truth of the Fact pretended. 
Theſe Rules of our Law, and the Reafons of them 
fully include the caſe of a Pretence of a Child to be 
born to exclude an Heir apparent; and if there were 
many known grounds, of Suſpicion in any ſuch caſe, 
that it was deſigned to ſet up a ſuppoſititious Child, 
and a notorious common Fame of it, and no notice 
were given of the time expected of the Child's Birth, 
hoped to be Heir, to the then Heir apparent, or to 
any that had expectances of the Inheritance; We 
fay, in ſuch a caſe, by the Rules and Practices of our 
Laws, a ſmall number of Witneſſes of the Birth of a 
Child ought not to be believed, ſince they that ſhould 
claim for ſuch a Child, might by due notice to the 
Parties concerned have had ſuch Witneſſes as ha 

put the Child's Birth beyond all queſtion. 

| Certainly 


| there: ought .to 
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Certainly by the Reaſon. of our Common Law 
be a much greater number of Witn 


-% 
% 


ſes of the Birth of every of our Princes, than of the 


Birth of the Subjects Heirs; but our Law requires 


that the Birth of this pretended Prince of Wales fhould 
have been proved by a greater number of Witneſſes 
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{ might have 
that the Eyes of ſo many Witneſſes of ſuch Condition, 
| Knowledg and Judgment, could not have been decei- 
ved in what they had teſtified to have known and ſeen 
the number ought: to have been ſo conſiderable, that 
there could have been no reaſonable. Suſpicion, that'ſo 
many of both Sexes, and of various. Dignities, Ho- 
? nours and Intereſts (and ſome of them of Conſangui- 
nity with the former Heireſs apparent) had made a 
- Confederacy amongſt themſelves to abuſe the King- 
dom with a counterfeit Prince, and that ſo many had 
kept each others Counſel in a Fraud and Falſhood fo 
\; odious and injurious. | | 


than was ever needful heretofore, in the caſe of a 
Prince: there ought to have been ſo many fit and pro- 


per Perſons preſent at his pretended Birth, that it 
en manifeſt to all that had heard it, 


It had been common Prudence as well as Juſtice to 
the Realm, that the Witneſſes of the Birth had been 
very many, that amongſt ſuch a number ſome of them 
might have been known in one part of the Kingdom, 
and others in another part, and that ſome of their 
Names and Qualities might have been known in Fo- 
reign Countries. and for that reaſon the Miniſters of 
Forein Princes (according to Cuſtom) ought to have 
been ſome of the Witneſſes, the Peoples knowledg 
of the Names, Qualities, or Perſons of the Witneſſes, 
had much conduced to their fuller aſſurance of the 


Truth: it would have appeared to them incredible 
and almoſt impoſſible that the Integrity of ſuch, and 


ſo many Witneſſes could have been attacked either 
ſeparately or jointly. 7; 

But on the contrary, ſeeing Cuſtom and Law requi- 
red a good number of fit and proper Witneſſes to have 
made up a Teſtimony of the Birth of a Prince, 
might have been truly ſaid to be ohni Exceptione ma- 


Jus, above all poſſible Objections againſt it; and ſee- 


ing the Wit of Man cannot invent a reaſon why the 
King and thePatrons of this pretended Prince of I; _ 


1 


pit Witneſs 
ſes want 4 
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did not provide ſuch ample and unqueſtionable Te- 
ſtimonies, that he was born of the Queen, when 
they could not be ignorant that it was the voice of 
common Fame in England and foreign Countries, that 
her Majeſty's Conception of a Child was meerly fictiti- 
ous, and that a ſuppoſititious Prince was deſigned. And 
ſeeing no Excuſe or Pretence is publiſhed for the ne- 
le& or failure of ſuch a Teſtimony of his Birth, we 
Br (the Circumſtances of the Caſe being conſidered) 
it's moſt unjuſt to expect or demand of your High- 
neſſes, or of the People of England, or of Foreigners 

a Belief and Acknowledgment that this pretende 
Prince of Wales was born of the Queen. 
As our Common Law informs us who are fit and 
proper Witneſſes, whoſe Teſtimonies ought to be re- 
ceived in this Caſe, and in the proof of all matters of 
Fact reſpectively; fo the ſame declares who are deem d 
to be unfit, and diſabled to be Witneſſes in all the va- 
rious and reſpective Queſtions of Fact; it ſhews whoſe 
Teſtimonies ought not to be heard, and much leſs be- 
lieved in divers ſorts of Facts that come into queſtion. 
If your Highneſſes and the Kingdom be told of the pre- 
ſence of ſuch perſons to have been at the Birth of this 
pretended Prince, as ought not by our Laws to be 
accounted Witneſſes, nor their Averments in the caſe | 
to be heard by your Highneſſes, or the Kingdom, and 
much leſs to be allowed to be of any Validity in the 
common -courſe of our Courts of Judicature if par- 
ties concerned to prove a Fact do knowingly offer for 
Witneſſes ſuch as our Laws reje& in the Facts in que- 
ſtion, it turns to the prejudice of their other proof. 
We are therefore obliged to acquaint your Highneſles 
with the Actions, Qualities, Reſpects, and Circum- 
ſtances that have diſabled many by force of our com- 
mon Law to be heard as Witneſſes of the Birth of this 


» pretended Prince of Wales. 
4 Witneſſes of Firſt, Our Laws utterly diſable all thoſe to be heard 
7 the ſuppoſed in the Caſe, that have received either Gifts of Money, 


Prince of Or Honours, or any other Reward or Benefits what- 
5 Wale's ſoever for their pretended Ailiſtance about his Birth, 
4 Birth lia- or by reaſon or occaſion of that pretence. Tis the 
b ble to Ex- common Practice of our Law, that when a Witneſs is 
tion. 8 the adverſe Party may examine him upon 
is Qath whether he hath had Money or other 5 
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De Pretender an Impoſtor | 
ward, or Gift, directly or indireFF, for or by rea- 


ſon of the Matter in queſtion, or from the Party in 


whoſe behalf he is produced to teſtifie, or from any of 


his Friends; if he cannot acquit himſelf thereof by his 
Oath, though it cannot be proved againſt him, our 


im partial Law deems ſuch a perſon not only to be par- 
tial in the Caſe, but corrupted, and bribed, and un- 
worthy to be heard. 8 


Our Law will not admit thoſe to be Witneſſes for 
the Birth of this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, that have 


any Promiſe, Expectation or Hopes of any Advance- 
ment, Office, Place, or Benefit by or under him, if 


he ſhall be received and allowed by the Kingdom to 
be Prince of ales. They that cannot purge themſelves 
by their Oaths from all ſuch Promiſes, Expe&ations 
and Hopes, are not in the Judgment of our Law Per- 
ſons indifferent and unconcerned in the Event of the 


Matter in queſtion, nor fit to be heard as Witneſſes, 
their Teſtimonies being partly for themſelves, and 


their own Benefit; and the allowance of ſuch Teſti- 


monies in Judicature would in conſequence ſubvert all 
Civil Juſtice and Government. Our Law excludes all 
from being Witneſſes to ſupport the pretence of the 


ſuppoſed Prince of ales, as have ſuch dependance on 


the Patrons and Maintainers of him, that they are in 


danger of damage and loſs by them of any kind, if 
they ſhould diſpleaſe them in their Teſtimony, Our 
Laws jag al ſuch not to be free and of their own 


Right in the Caſe, bur bound to ſerve and pleaſe the 
Patrons of the Cauſe; and therefore preſume that they 
may be corrupted by fear of loſing the Advantages 
they love, if they ſhall impartially declare the whole 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth of the Matter. 


Our Laws ſeek to know the naked and entire Truth 71. Law is 


17 


of all Facts that come into legal Queſtion or Conteſt, har Cafe. 


and will not admit of any to be Witneſſes of them, 
unleſs they appear to be free from fears of any Preju- 
dice to themſelves by ſpeaking the Truth impartially. 
We are inforced by the Concern of all the Proteſtants, 
to ſpeak more pla inly than we would; we muſt ſay, 
that all that hold Offices of Profit and Honour during 
the King's Will, are by the Laws of England del 
out of the number of fit ani competent Witneſſes a- 
bout the Birth of this Child, whom his Majeſty hath 

5 C pro- 


themſelves in the loſs of their Offices, if they happen 
to diſpleaſe ther Maſter in his concern in the caſe, by 
_ teſtifying clearly the whole Truth of it; they are not 
tree in the Judgment of our Laws, to ſpeak the Truth 
without fear, and for that reaſon are not to be receiv- 
ed by the Kingdom as Witneſſes in this Caſe. 
Our Laws will never allow or ſuffer any to be Wit 


All Papiſts 


again ſt 4 
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Heir. 
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proclaimed and magatains to be Prince of Wales, Our | 
good Laws have regard to humane Infirmities, and 


will not put a Temptation upon Men to ſuffer them 
to be Witneſſes in matters wherein they may damnifie 


neſſes in this Caſe, who are known, or may be proved 
to have Enmity or Prejudice of any kind upon any 
account whatſoever to Her Royal Highneſs, againſt 


whom moſt immediately this ſuppoſed Prince con- 


tends; ſhe having been moſt unqueſtionably the Heir 


apparent of the Crown, and juſtly fo remaining until 


the Kingdom be ſatisfied by a ſufficient Number of 


lawful! Witneſſes, that there is a Prince born, whereby _ 
her Claim to the next Succeſſion ſhall be poſtponed. 
The Qpeſtion of Fact to be decided by Witneſſes is ap- 


parently between her Royal Highneſs and this ſuppoſed 
Prince; 'tis a legal, unanſwerable and concluſive Ex- 


ception againſt any to be received for Witneſſes againſt _ 
her in his behalf, that they are declared Enemies to 
her, and the profeſſed Proteſtant. Religon, the de- 
ſtruction whereof they are bound in Conſcience to en- 


deavour; and for that reaſon are ſuch known Enemies to 
her right of Succeſſion to the Crown, that theif Church 
have decreed and declared her Right, and the Right of 
all Proteſtants to any Authorities, to be abſolutely for- 
feited to the Papiſts for Proteſtant Hereſie, 
It cannot be denied, that all that are ſincerely Ro- 
man Catholicks, and believe their own Church, do 
judg her Royal Highneſs to be an excommunicated 


Heretick by their Church, and that all her Rights in 


poſſeſſion and reverſion are thereby confiſcated ;, and 
that they are all obliged by the Law of their Church, 


in conſcience of their Religion, and by the hope of Par- 
don of their ſins, to defeat and deſtroy by all ways 
and means in their power, all her Pretenſions to the 


Deſceut of the Crown upon her, and to aſſiſt to the in- 
veſting the Right to the Succeſtion in a Roman Catho- 
lick. We might here add, that our Englzfh Papiſts are all 

in 
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in Union and Communion with the Spe, as appears by 
his Nuncio in London; and he is by the antient Laws 
and Statutes of this Realm declared the publick or 


common Enemy of the Kingdom near two hundred 
Years before Henry the Eighth. 


'Tis manifeſt that the Engliſh Papiſts are declared Enem to 
Enemies to her Royal Highneſs's Right in this caſe be- their N“ 
tween her and the pretended Prince of Males, and Higne 


therefore by the Laws of England they cannot be- 
Witneſſes of the Fact in queſtion, neither ought their 
Teſtimonies therein to be oftered the Kingdom to 
delude the People. 1 5 

The Civil Law ſo fully concurs with our Common 
Law in rejecting Enemies to be Witneſſes in the cauſe, 
of their Enemy, that it denies to give credit to what 
they may teſtifie in the cauſe of their Enemy with 
their dying Breath after they have received the Eu- 
chariſt; that is the general Concluſion of the Do- 
ctors of the Civil Law, Inimicus etiamſi in articulo 
mortis conftitutus, & accepiſſet Euchariſtiam, repellitur a 
teſti monio cauſ.e ſui inimici. We mention this chiefly 
to ſhew, that tis not only by our Engliſb Laws that 
our Papiſts are rejected from being Witneſſes of the 
Birth of this pretended Prince againſt her Royal 
Highneſs, but by the antient approved Rules of the 


1 Civil Law which they generally acknowledg, and by 
the Judgment of their own Doctors. i 


Herein are only ſet forth to your Highneſſes the 


Laus of England, that you may juſtly inſiſt upon as 
your Right, to prevent the Church of Rome's Conſpi- 
racies againſt you: we reflect not on the credit or 
truth of any Roman Catholick Lords, or others, in 
giving their Teſtimonies in Matters of private Inte- 
2 reſt, wherein the cauſe of their Church is not in 
gqueſtion, and the Laws of their Church bind them 
not to either party. But ſince they are bound in this 


caſe to be Enemies to her Royal Highneſs, our Law 


will not allow them to believed to her Prejudice; and 
they muſt openly renounce that common Honeſty to 
which they pretend, if they offer themſelves to the 
> Kingdom to be 
behalf of this pretended Prince, When they are con- 


competent Witneſſes againſt her in 


ſcious to themſelves, that not only our Laws but na- 


| | tural Juſtice and Equity abhors ſucha Practice. 
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The Pretender an Impoſtor. : 
We muſt ſay wth all due Reverence, and moſt hum-: 
ble Submiſſion, Mt our Laws will not allow that the 
ke Cafe. Declaration, or Teſtimony of his Majeſty, or the 
i Queen, ſhould be accepted, and believed in this caſe 
44 as lawful proof, that this pretended Prince was born 
of the Queen; tis ſufficient for us, that our Laws will 
not ſuffer our Kings to deſcend into the place of Wit- 
neſſes, they will not admit them to teſtifie their own. 
Knowledg of the Facts in any caſe whatſoever, Crimi- 
nal or Civil. But there is abundant reaſon alſo from 
natural Equity and civil Juſtice, that the Kingdom 
ſhould not receive and rely upon the King's Affirmati- 
on about the Birth of this ſuppoſed Prince; their Ma- 
jeſties have publickly eſpouſed his Cauſe for their own 
in all reſpects; and none on Earth, Kings or Subſects, 
may juſtly expect, or be ſuffered to ſupply the Place 
of witneſſes in their own caſe, ſince Civil Government 
is eſtabliſhed. If they might lawfully be their own 
proof for their cauſe, they might as juſtly be Judges of 
their own proofs, which in conſequence would turn 
up the Foundations of Civil Covernment ; one of its 
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iginal Intentions being to introduce a 
Courſe of Juſtice,that none might be their own Judges. 
We would not ſpeak thus plainly, if it were juſtly 
8 |, = avoidable ; we 81 no ſcandal hereby upon his Maje- 
mM A! ſty, nor any way come near the crime of Detraction 3 
4 we barely relate the Law of England in this caſe of 
1 his Majeſty's affirmation of the Birth of this pretend- 
Wh. 1 ed Prince, that it hath not the force of legal proof, or 
|; of the Teſtimony of one legal Witneſs, And his Ma- 
wh jeſty is obliged in Juſtice and Honour by his Office and 
13 Oath not to impoſe upon his Subjects to believe, and 
My rely upon his Affirmation or Word in this caſe (nor 
on the Queen's, that's neceſſarily included in his) he 
cannot deſire the ,Peovle diffulively to change their 
* antient Cuſtoms and Laws, to ſubſtitute their King's 
+ | Words or Aﬀertions in the room of ſworn legal Wit- 
| _ neſſes, to prove the Matters of the higheſt Moment 
1 11% t e about the Government. — DES | 
+ 3 Kine's Af. If the Kingdom ſhould allow the Affirmation of 
14 + e, their Kings to be ſufficient to make a Lawful Prince 
1 fir mation their Rings t itheient to m 1 Lawiul Triace 
10 Kg iftes in of Wales, without ſuch Witneſſes of his Birth *as our 
the Caſs, Law requires, they would conſent to change the an- 
ticat Conſtitution of the FAA. Monarchy, and ſo 


deſtroy | 
| | 
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deſtroy the eſtabliſhed legal Security of their Freedom 


and Eftates. The Laws of England in this caſe are 
not diſſonant from the Laws of other Kingdoms, and 
the moſt abſolute Empires; the Civil Law now re- 


ceived in moſt Chriſtian Kingdoms, that was ſoadap- 
ted to abſolute Government that it was one of its Prin - 
ciples, That Principis verbum pro lege habendum eſt, the 
Word of the Prince was to be taken for a Law; we 


ay, that Law never aſcribed abſolute Credit to the 


Prince's Affirmations of Matters of Fact wherein the 


Subjects Rights were concerned. It paſſes for a Rule 


of that Law in ſuch caſes, Princeps indiſtincte non cre- 
ditur ; the Emperour is not to be believed intirely - 
without Limitations and Reſtrictions, in hisaffirming, 
Matters of Fact relating to his Subjects legal E 
, | SE EC 
The learned Doctors in that Law determine, that 
the Emperour's Affirmation, that a Subject hath com- 
mitted Treaſon or Rebellion againſt him, ought not 
to be believed or taken for a proof; they ſay expreſ- 
ly, Regi fides non adibeiur, ſi atteftatur talem fuiſſe pro- 
ditorem. Likewiſe if he pretends and declares a cauſe 
why he deprives any Subject, or Feudatory of his In- 
tereſt, he is not to be believed; there muſt be proof, 
and the Parties intended to be prejudiced mult be ci- 
ted and heard in their defence. | 
They generally reſolve, that when a King aſſerts or 
atteſts any thing to the prejudice of another, he is not 
to be therein believed, eſpecially when his Affirmati- 
on is for his own advantage, and to the Subjects da- 
mage or inconvenience: Theſe are their words, Quando 
ex aſſertione Principis, ipſe principaliter ſentiret commodum 
& ſubditi incommodum, tum ipſi Principi non crediiuir. 
The Emperor Henry the 5th of Germany had a due Inſtance of. 
ſenſe of the Juſtice and Reaſon of the Law herein, a- be Empe- 
bout the Year 1200. He did not expect that the Peo-7” Hen. js. 
pe ſhould believe the Affirmations of himſelf, and 
his Empreſs Conftantia, about the Birth of a Prince, 
when there was a rumour and ſuſpicion that Conſtantia 
was paſt her age of Child-bearing, and feigned a 
Great Belly; he gave the People plentiful proof by 
Witneſſes, more than Reaſon required; he prepared 
2 moſt publick Place, wherein ſhe remained expecting 
her time of Delivery, Ventre euſtodito, with 8 1 8 
. WatCh- 


_ The Pretender an Impoſtor. 
Watchers, or Keepers, that no Suppoſititious Child 
might pany be convey'd to her; and there in the 
light of the People of the City, and all the Matrons, 
that would and could e 54 e her (none 
being excluded) ſhe brought forth a Prince, that was 
an - afterwards choſen Emperour, Frederick the Second. 
1 Ifit were needful, we could fhew your Highneſſes 
4 that the Honour and Security of our Royal Family of 

England, with the peace and Safety of the Kingdom, 
were intended in the Conſtitution of our Legal Mo- 
narchy in ſuch manner, that the Kings ſhould not 
have Power at their Will to change the Succeſſion, or 
by any means prevent the Deſcent of the Crown to 
the next in Blood. But if the Kingdom ſhould be- 
heve his Majeſty's Affirmation of this ſuppoſed Prince's 
Birth, without proof thereof, according to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of England, the next Sttcceſſion were 
really and actually thereby put out of the Legal Courſe, 
and referred to the Will of the King, which is in ef- 
ſect to make the Crown Patrimonial ; whereas by the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of England, the Right to the Crown 
deſcends to the next of Blood, and the Succeſſor is 
moſt properly to be ſtiled the Heir of the Kingdom, 
by force of the Kingdom's Laws, and cannot be de- 
feated of the Succeflion by any Act of the Predeceſſor. 
If therefore the King ſhould gain fo vaſt a Power by 
impoſing on the People to believe his Atteſtation of this 
1 ſuppoſed Prince's Birth, tis manifeſt that natural Ju- 
F ſtice, as well as the Law of England,makes i: of no force 
17 or effect to the prejudice of her Royal Highneſs, in her 
eſteem of being the Heireſs apparent to the Crown. 
| The Arts We believe the Jeſuits, and other maintainers of 
190 L Jer; this ſuppoſed Prince, will claim (as is their common 
ſuits, practice) againſt theſe our Laws, whoſe force detects 
and defeats their Impoſtures ; they will pretend that 
tis ngreaſonable to expect a Teſtimony of his Birth 
from ſuch Witneſſes, and in ſuch manner as are here- 
in deſcribed, excluſive of all Roman Catholicks. But 
the Reaſon and Wiſdom of theſe Laws are irreſiſti- 
ble, and it's a great Circumſtance ſhewing their Guilt, 
that they are diſpleaſed with the Laws that prevent 
Falſehood and Impoſtures, and require proofs of Facts 
as clear as the Sun. 1 
The Juſt and Innocent are never offended at oy 
0 


aw that provides for Truth and Righteouſneſs. They 
cannot but be conſcious to themſelves, 
more eaſie to have provided ſuch Witneſſes as our Laws 
require of a Prince's: Birth, than to have had ſuch 
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that it was. 


Fas they provided, that would counterfeit to be Spe- 
FRators, and be content (as tis now ſaid they were) 

to ſee nothing of the Fact of which they were to be 
publiſhed to the Kingdom to have been the knowing 
Tris notorious that the preſence of Ten of the Pro. Ferſons fit 
teſtant Nobility of either Sex, and other Perſons of to.be by. 
eminent Quality, might have been as eaſily procured” — * 
as one of the Catholicks, if it had been intended to — Fea * 
deal juſtly and fairly with the Kingdom; and they 2% on 
know that the Proteſtants throughout Europe (not tze 
Papiſts) wanted and deſired Satisfaction about the 


Queen's great Belly, and her Delivery: The Suſpici- 


ons of a counterfeit Prince were ſtrong amongſt them, 
and decryed by all the Papiſts; they knew the Friends 
and thoſe of Conſanguinity with her Royal Highneſs 
were as ready to attend, if they had been called, as 
any Catholick whatſoever; and they were not igno- 
rant that Cuſtom, Law, and natural Juſtice required, 
hat convenient notice ſnould have been given to her 
oyal Highneſs above all others, of the expected 
ime of the Queen's Delivery, that ſuch noble Ma- 
trons as ſhe had thought neceſſary might have been 
ent to have continually attended near her Majeſty, | 
and to have been impartial Witneſſes of the Birth be- 
vond exception: they underſtood the cuſtom of cal- 
ling Embaſſadors to be preſent at the Queen's Deli- 1 
yery, and that a common Fame of a deſigned Impo- 
ture was ſpread in foreign Proteſtant Countries, and 
That there were Envoys and publick Miniſters from 
Tome of chem, eſpecially that the Dutch had an Em- 
ba ſſador there, and expected to have been called: 
they know that thoſe Proviſions for legal unqueſtiona- 
ble proof of the Birth that was pretended, had been 
Alo hindrance of the preſence or aſſiſtance of as many 
Fapiſts of each Sex as her Majeſty had deſired, and 
he might have as intirely depended upon their only 
Delp, if it had been her pleaſure, as if thoſe lawful 
F\ itneſles had not been preſent. ba”, 
The Popiſh Councils delude his Majeſty, if they + 
= - * HS =_ 
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perſwade him that any Pleas of Inadvertency Neglect 
or Ignorance can ſatisfy the Kingdom inſtead of the 
Proofs in the Caſe, that the Cuſtom and Laws of 
England require. Tis a Rule of our Law that none 
ſhall make advantage of their on lacheteſſe, that is, 
their Failures or Neglectsſof what they ought to have 
done; leſs evidence is never to be accepted in our 
Gourts of Judicature, becauſe- the Party concerned 
was negligent in ſeeking it, or ignorant when he 

Fe, might have known his Du. Ft l 
What jadg. We preſume your Highneſſes in reading this, may 
went is to be ſatisfied in the Truth of our firſt preliminary Con- 
be made of cluſion, which is neceſſary to be always remembred 
che pretend. in order to a juſt Judgment to be made of this ſuppo- 
P. of W. ſed Prince of Wales, and of the things proper to be 
done by your Highneſſes, by reaſon or occaſion of his 
Pretences; we doubt not your Highneſſes will clearly 
perceive what you may in Juſtice demand of his Ma- 
jeſty in the Caſe, preſerving nevertheleſs a moſt pious 
ea n ant 757 
We may further remember your Highneſſes, that 
as the Caſe now appears, no acknowledgment of that 
pretended Prince can juſtly be required of your High - 
neſſes by his Majeſty. It's contrary to Juſtice and 
our aws, that her Royal Highneſs ſhould depart 
from her Place and Claim of Heireſs apparent to the 
Crown; and reſign it to a Child, who is not yet law- 
fully witneſſed to have been born of the Queen. We 
therefore put your Highneſſes in remembrance of a 
ſecond Concluſion fit to be premiſed in this Caſe as an 
* abſolute Gertainty to be inſiſted on; that is, 
That neither the Laws of England, nor any natural 
or civil Juſtice do require of your Highneſs any kind 
of Teſtimonies or Proofs, that the-Pretences of this 
{ſuppoſed Prince of Wales are falſe and feigned, or that 

he was not born of the Queen. 2 

How Legi- Whoſoever claims fo be the natural and legitimate 
timacy is to Son of any Family, it's wholly and ſolely incumbent 
| be proved, on him to prove it by the Laws and Cuſtoms of all 
Civil Governments, and by the manifeſt Light of 
Nature ; thoſe two Rules of the Civil Law are adopt- 
ed by all Countries into their Courſes of Judicature, 
Quale m quis ſe facit pro ſundamento intentionis ſue,” 
talem ſe dehet probare; and Filius qui petit hæredita- 
te m 
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tem tanguam filius, debet probare filintionem. If Sonſhip, or 


' other Quality or Relation be the ground of a Demand, 


that Foundation muſt he always proved by the Demandant ; 
if he that pretends to be Heir by his Birth to any Inheri- 
tance, fails of ſuch ſufficient Witneſſes as the reſpective 
Laws of Countries require to prove his Proximity of Blood, 
there needs no Teſtimony on the part of thoſe that deny 
his Lineal Deſcent. The Courſe of the Law of England is 
known to moſt Engliſhmen in the Trial of all Claims by 
Birth; the Claimant is always put to prove all that he ſets 
Forth of his Deſcent in his Declaration, and the leaſt defe& 
of proof is fatal to his Proceſs : if the Defendant perceives 
the Plaintiff to want ſufficient legal Teſtimony of his De- 
ſcent and Birth, he never troubles the Court with Proofs 
on his behalf; tis enough for him that denies the Deſcent 
pretended, to ſhew the inſufficiency of the Witneſſes and 


their Teſtimony produced to prove it. 


Vour Highneſs is not obliged, either by our Laws or 
natural Juſtice, to have Witneſſes to prove the pretended 


Prince of Wales to be an Impoſtor, her Royal Highneſs 
having been the legally acknowledged Heireſs apparent of 


the Crown. Unleſs ſuch lawful Witneſſes that he was 
born of the Queen, were known and publiſhed, as did ſatis- 
fy the Kingdom, neither your Highneſs nor any Princes or 


oy States may in Juſtice acknowledge his Pretences; her Royal 


Highneſs ought to remain in the eſteem of the Kingdom, 
and of all Princes and States, as the Heireſs apparent of the 
Crown, at leaſt until a Prince ſhall be legally known and 


declared. And 'tis a manifeſt wrong to your Highneſſes, 


to the Kingdom, and to all the Proteſtant Intereſt, ro ſuffer 


this ſuppoſed Prince ſilently and ſubmiſſively without pub- 


lick complaint of the wrong, to aſſume the Name of Prince 
and Heir apparent to the Crown. 

When the Popiſh League endeavoured to ſet aſide the 
Claim of your Highneſs's Anceſtor Henry IV. to the Croun 
of France, and proclaimed the Cardinal of Bourbon to be 
King, he ſent Agents to the Pope (tho' he was then a Pro« 
teſtant) and to all the Princes and States of Chriſtendom, 
to manifeſt himſelf to be the right lawful Heir of that 
Crown ; and the Venctian State ito his vaſt Advantage) 


conteſted it with the Pope's Nuncio, that they ought ſo 


to acknowledge him, becauſe it appeared that he was the 
rient AA 5 | 
His Right indeed was to be King in poſſeſſion ; but thece 
15 the like Reaſon and Juſtice to ſupport her Royal High- 
neſs's Title to the Crown in Reverſion, ſince another is ſet 
up, and declared throughout the World to be the righr 
eir of it, immediately after his now Majeſty. Tis un- 
doubgedly juſt and reaſonable — to demand and as 
| thac 
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xs to do in 


the Caſe, 


of Law and Juſtice as can never be overturned: we would 
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that the Pretender's Birth (ſo much and ſo juſtly ſufpett- 
ed) ſhould be made manifeſt to the Kingdom by Witneſſes 
without exception, according to the Law- and Cuftom of 
England, and to natural Equity. W n 
It may be of dangerous Conſequence, to ſuffer a falſe O- 
pinion of him in the Kingdom, and the World to gain 
ſtrength by time, and neglect: yet neither Law nor 5 
puts any burden of proof in the Cafe upon your Highneſ- 
ſes: ITis only incumbent upon your Highneſſes, to declare 
the wrong to your ſelves and the Kingdom by the pretend- 
ed Prince, and to take care that no illegal, imperfe@ or fal- 
lacious Teſtimony in the Caſe be invented or obtruded up- 
on your ſelves and the Kingdom to ſupport his pretences. 
Her Royal küßte: Claim and Right to be the next in 
Reverſion after his now Majeſty in the legal Deſcent of the 
Crown , ought to ſtand unſhaken, and unqueſtionable in the 
Judgment of our Law and the Kingdom, notwithſtanding 
any thing to the contrary that hath been hitherto lawfully 
publiſhed or declared. 1 
Wie cannot doubt but 'tis here made manifeſt, that your 
Highneſſes publick refuſal to acknowledge this pretended 
Prince of I/ales may be built upon fuch fure Foundations 


not therefore trouble your Highneſſes with all the Circum- 
ſtances of the Caſe which we have remarked in our Obſer- 
vations, that make it to us not only improbable, but in- 
credible, that he was bors of the Queen; ſince tis not 
poſſible for us to ſend Witnefles perſonally to prove to your 
Highneſſes every Circumſtance that we have noted, and 'tis 
not juſt that your Highneſſes ſhould take them up upon un- 
known Authority; ſince we cannot in prudence ſubſcribe 
our Names to this Memorial, nor ſo much as the Names of 
our Witneſſes to the Facts; fince the proof of the Circum- 
ſtances can never be a Foundation of poſitive unqueſtiona- 
ble certainty, but can only ſerve to make the Falſnood and 
Jeſuitical contrivance in this Impoſture more infamous an 
odious: ſince 'tis undoubtedly your Highneſſes Intereſt ne- 
ver to depart from the manifeſt Principles of Law and 
Juſtice, which Pi it wholly and intirely upon the Main- 
tainers of the ſuppoſed Prince to prove him to be ſuch as 
they pretend, with the higheſt human Certainty that can be 
acquired by Witneſſes, and to the Kingdoms full Satisfacti- 
ON. a 
And ſince 'tis notoriouſly known that above all others 
of the Roman Church, the Jeſuits (who in this Matter will 
moſt earneſtly contend againſt your Highneſſes) have the 
greateſt effronted Confidence to deny and forſwear Matters 
of Fact, however certainly proved and known; and they 
Would be glad to have any thing offered in this Caſe 75 
| WE: 


Force ſtrongly induce impartial Judges to conclude, that 


Highneſſes, that there never were or appeared to be any fantial E- . | 


conceived a Child. She never had the firſt moſt natural, again 154 


the induſtry uſed afterward to hide them in their Seaſons, 


fititious Child, and fo they might name any time they 
' Pleaſed of her Conception, and then ſeek for a Child thae 


the Voice of common Fame upon the King's declaring when 
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might give them room, or a poſlibility for diſpute and 
ſeeming doubtfulneſs of Fact, that they might obſcure the 
Truth, and deceive ſome of the people with their equivocal 
Affirmations and impertinent Cavils at your Highneſſes 
Witneſſas or their Teſtimonies, and their bold Aſſevęrations 
of Falſehoods. | | 1 
Upon all thefe Conſiderations we ſhall refrain from tlie 


Relation of 1 very pregnant Circumſtances that we had 


collected; which if they were taken jointly in their natu- 
ral Order and due Connexion, would by their uniting 


the Queen could not be the Mother of the ſuppoſed j 
A 8 ot e 
Me could give very great circumſtantial ſſurances to your Cncum- 


reaſonable natural grounds for a belief that her Majeſty had vi#:»ces 


known, and common ſign of Conception; her menſis profiue biet of the 
vium, Or Terms, continued their uſual uncertain Courſe as py, of W. 
formerly, during the whole time of her pretended great en 
Belly: She did not conceal that it was with her after the 
manner of Women in her Journey to Bath, nor that they 
continued ſome days after the King left het there; and all 


roved ineffectual, becauſe thoſe things came to the know- 
dg of more than were made privy to the whole Impoſture 
deſigned. 

Her Majeſty having not that natural Sign of her Terms 
ſtopping, whereby Women. uſually conclude themſelves to 
have conceived, from whence ſhe could make a Reckoning; 
it ſeems by the King's Speech in Council, that their Maje- 
fries had both thought fir to publiſh her Conception to have 
been at the time of the Preſent made to. the Lady's 
Image at Loretto, upon the King's return to the Queen at 
Bath, © CE 
It was then too ſoon for them to be provided of a ſuppo- 


might agree with it; and it appeared pious and great to 
make her Conception one of the Miracles of the Lady's I- 
mage, tho it happened unluckily afterward, that they 
could not make the Times of her Conception and ſuppoſed 
Delivery to agree with Nature's moft conſtant Time of 
nine Months. 5 
The Confidents and Adviſers about the Impoſture hearing 


the ſuppoſed new born Child was ſhewn, that he had now 
a Son a ſtrong and lively Prince, the meaneſt Childbearing 
Women that were Giluuereſted, faxing thereupon in mocks» 
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Pregnancy. 


the Queen's 
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ery, that ſuch a Child of about eight Months, was as great 


a Miracle as the Queen's Conception hath been reported: 
We ſay, the Confidents fearing it might make the whole 
Stoch leſs credible, and help to detect the Fraud, they have 
faded her Majeſty to declare, that ſhe had miſcounted 
te Vime of her conceiving the Child, and that ſhe knew 
Very well that ine was with Child before her uſe of the Bath. 
By his new Reckoning they thought it might be affirmed, 
1 the Child was born at his due Time, and might be 
Jirong and lively, as his Majeſty had ſaid ; and they 
thought it an ea Sham to ſay, Women miſreckon'd very 


often.” | 


But it was unhappily forgotten that her Majeſty had con- 
tinned and expreſly affirmed ber firſt Reckoning ſeveral 
Weeks after her pretended Delivery ; it was forgotten that 
it was known Calficiently that her Majeſty had her Terms 
M her Journey to Bash, and four Days after the King's go= 
ing from thence, which was a manifeſt Proof that there was 


then no Conception: It was not conſidered, that if it be 


Truth that the Queen knew her ſelf to have the 
conceived, as ſhe hath lately declared, then it cannot be a 
Miſreckoning ; and the meaneſt Phyſician ſhe had at Bath 
would have told her, that if ſhe had imagined a Conception 
as ſhe now ſays, Bathing would probably deſtroy the Em- 


brio. 5 

It was not well remembred how the King had declared 
with her Majeſty's Privity the Miracle of the Time of her 
Conceiving quite inconſiſtent with her new Account; nei- 


ther was it thought of in the new Council, how her Maje- 


ſty's Truth and Honour ſhould be ſaved in her contrar7 
Stories, of the Time of her Conceiving, even ſince her ſup. 
. Delivery; but we need not mention that, ſince the 
orld knows how little regard the Jeſuit Confeſſors have 
to Truth. „ „ ; 
Her Majeſty ſhewed no Grounds to believe her Pregnan- 
cy by Nature's Progreſs therein. The common natural 
Signs, that in four Months follow in every Woman that hath 
a Child in her Womb, were wholly wanting in her Majeſty, 
there was no Swelling or Increaſe of the uſual Proportion 
of her Breaſts, nor was there any Milk ever ſeen to be in 
them (tho' one Lady took the Confidence once to affirm it) 
the Proportion of them was viſibly the ſame to the Eyes of 
all that can be lawfully Witneſſes, and were uſually in her 


Preſence ; and none of thoſe Ladies proper to be Witneſſes, 


could ever obtain the Satisfaction to ſee a drop of Milk from 
her Breaſts, tho' it had been her Majeſty's Honour, Intereſt, 
and Pleaſure, to have ſhewed it if there had been any rea- 
lity in the Pretence of her Pregnancy. e 


We 


, Child ſuckled: and to divert us, he offered to 


far as they durſt; when 
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We put this Circumſtance into our Memorial, not with. 
out ſome Mirth in our meeting, becauſe one of our Com- 
pany ſaid, he was now ſure that neither her Majeſty's Phy- 
ſicians nor the Jeſuits were natural Philoſophers ; they 
might (ſaid he) with very litle Art have cond the Queen's 
Breaſts at her Age to have ſwelled with Milk ſo plentifully, 
that ſhe might have eaſily milked it forth in quantity in the 
ſight of the Princeſs of Denmark, and all the Proteſtant La- 
dies of the Court: It may be done (faid he) in rational or 


| | animal Creatures; and he gave us Inſtances of undoubted 


- 
— 
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credit, wherein it had been done to his Knowledge, and a 


an Animal, he having alſo tried that Experiment, and there- 
by milked out the Milk from a young Creature's Udder 


ew it in 


that had never been with young. Another of the Company 
ſaid merrily, if that were ſo eaſy an Artifice, he wondred 


that the Romiſh Prieſts had not learned it, ſince it's known 


| to the World that they have long had the Art of keeping the 


Virgin Mary's Milk above 1600 Years, and of mulciplying 


x the Quantity of it from Horſe-loads to Cart-loads, to diſ- 
perſe among their credulous Vulgar. ' 


We humbly pray your Highneſſes Pardon, that we ſeem | 
herein leſs ſerious than ſo great a Matter requires; we ſpeak 


only the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, but the comical 


Tricks of the Romiſp Prieſts (that commonly end in Trage- = 


dy) force us to repreſent them as they deſerve. | 
There's another known Sign and Teſtimony of a Wo- 


man's Pregnancy, that is, the ſenſible ſtirring of the Child 
in the Womb, that was expected her Majeſty ſhould have 
me vyn to the Ladies with Joy, eſpecially to thoſe Proteſtane 
Ladies of her Bed-chamber, that doubted (with the Prote - 
ſtant Doctor, her then 1 her being with Child, as 
the quickning of a Child in her 
Womb was pretended, and publiſhed throughout the King- 
dom, it had been a Pleaſure to her Majeſty, and no Trouble 
(it it had been real without Deceit) to have ſhown the Mo- 


* 


Manif:ft 
Signs 
wanting 


tion of a Child in her Womb to honourable Matrons of her 


Bed-chamber, that might have been in all reſpc&s lawful 
Witneſſes of that Truth, to the juſtly jealous Kingdom; 
theſe might have touched her Belly, and had been proper 


Infant in the Womb; and ſome of Conſanguinity to the 
Heireſs apparent might have been admitted to that Favour, 
as our Laws and common Prudence directed, for removing 
the Cauſes of Jealouſy ; but however induſtriouſly her Ma- 
jeſty's Quickning with Child was ſpread abroad, yet the 


| ou of its Motions was never vouchfafed to any compe- 
Witneſſes of it, to give the ſuſpicious Kingdom a 


round ta heligve that ſhe was with Child, 


dent 
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SHituation in the Womb, nor be born alive. 


The Pretender an Impoſtor. 

The next viſible and manifeſt Sign of a true natural pro- 
greſs of a great Belly, is the Diſtention of all the Parts of 
the Body, that incircle and incompaſs the Womb. Such is 
the Place and Manner wherein Nature hath prepared the 
Lodging of the growing Child in the Womb, that accor= 
ding to its Growth and Increaſe, and the Quantity of Li- 

quors that are there naturally and neceſfarily congeſted, ſo | 


are all the circumambient Parts gradually extended and en- 


Jarged to make room; there never was, nor naturally can 
be an Extenſion only of the Peritoneum, the Rim of the Belly, 
to give room to the Child; all Naturaliſts and Anatomiſts 
know, that in that Manner no Child could keep its natural 


All Men and Women that ever obſerved Women great 


with Child, know that all the Parts that incloſe the Cavity, 


{well until the time of their Delivery approach. But this 


natural neceſſary Sign of Pregnancy ſo intirely failed in her 


Majeſty, that skilful Spectators of both Sexes wondered, that 


better Arts were not uſed to make that viſible Sign and Ap- 


pearance of the Growth of a Child in her Womb. We 
were ſatisfied by skilful Matrons of great Experience, that 


| attended 6n purpoſe to obſerve her Majeſty exactly, that all 
the outward Parts of her Body, that incompaſs the Womb, 


were of the ſame Proportion that they were at other times, 


fave only her Belly, which was exceedingly coppled up, 


and high, that ſhewed like a Great Bellied Woman to them 


that looked upon her Majeſty before; but, ſaid they, when 


we ſaw her Majeſty walking, and looking upon her behind; 


and on each fide, we ſaw not the leaſt Appearance in her of 


a Great Bellied Woman. We took care to have the Faſhion | 
of her Majeſty's Body obſerved by skilful Women at ſeve- | 
ral Periods of Time during her ſuppoſed Pregnancy, and 
once a very ſhort time before her pretended Delivery; and 
we had always the ſame Account we have here faithfully 
given your Highneſſess Fat oft, 

We compared this Circumſtance with another that we 
had marked, whereof we had from time to time full Aſſu- 


rance during all the four laſt Months of her Majeſty's ſuppo- 


ſed being with Child ; thoſe being the Months wherein uſu- 
ally all the circumambient Parts of the Womb ſwell moſt, we 
were very well informed that in all theſe Months her Ma- 
jeſty, contrary to her former uſual Courſe, always with- 


drew from her Chamber, and retired into her Cabinet, or 
0 


{one other private Room, with two or three 7:alians when 
e changed her Linnen, and would never permit any one of 
the Proteſtant Ladies of the Bed-chamber to ſee her change 

her Linnen, as they had conſtantly done. il 
Theſe two Circumſtances explain'd eachiother, and-plains 
"v ſhewed that the natural, naked and true Shape n+ = 
| jeity s 


The Pretender an Impoſtor. 


jeſty's Body, as it was then, was not to be ſeen by thoſe 


that were not of the Confederacy in the intended Impoſture ; 
thoſe that were only capable of being lawful Witneſſes for 
her Majeſty againſt common Fame (it Fame had belied her) 


were all excluded from a Poſſibility of ſeeing whether her 


Belly was truly and naturally great, and a few Foreigners of 
no Quality were only to keep the Secret of what her Majeſty 
was to make the copling Bel. 5 

Nothing can be more manifeſt than it is by all theſe Cir- 
cumſtances taken as they ought in Connexion each with 
other, that there hath nothing appeared of the natural Plain- 


neſs and Simplicity that always accompany Truth in the 
: whole Demeanor of her Majeſty from the time of her preten- 


ded conceiving a Child to the very time of her feigned De- 
livery of this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales; all that hath been 
ated in the matter, hath plainly imported Trick and Deſign 
to hide and ſmother Nature's Works, that ought to have been 
moſt freely expoſed to the whole World, if there had been 
any Truth in the Pretences that could have born the Light, 
We may ſecurely affirm to your Highneſſes, that in all the 
eight Months and four Days firſt reckoned to have been the 
Time of her Majeſty's Pregnancy, or from the Time of Her 
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No Appear- 


ance Con- 


ception. 


Pregnancy, 
or Delivery. 


going to Bath in the new Reckoning, there never have been 
any of theſe conſtant natural Signs in her Majeſty that could 


afford to any underſtanding Men or Women a Ground to 


believe that ſhe conceived a Child. 
The Progreſs towards finiſhing the intended Impoſture of 


this Prince of Wales hath been anſwerable to its Beginning. 


In the Preparation for her Majeſty's ſuppoſed Delivery, 
there hath been no regard to the Rules of natural Equity or 
Law, or common Prudence; nor any appearance of that 


open freedom and naturally plain proceeding that ought to 


have ſhewn that they did not fear the Kingdom's or the 


World's knowing the Truth of all that ſhould be done in that 


pretended natural Work of bearing a Child, wherein the 
whole Kingdom and ſo much of the World was concern'd. 
If the Cuſtoms and Laws of England, or natural Equity had 
been conſulted in the Circumſtances of the Caſe about the 
Preparations needful for her Majeſty's expected Deliverance 
of a Prince, the firſt of all Advices had certainly been, to 
give early notice to your Highneſs, and to others in the 
neareſt poſſibility or expectance of ſucceeding to the Crown, 
of the time of her expected Travail and Deliverance of a 
Prince, and of the Place of her Reſidence at ſuch a time; 


| that proper noble Matrons and others might have prepared 


themſelves, and attended there, and have been preſent ia 
their Behalf, which might have ſuppreſſed and ſilenced for 
ever by their Teſtimonies, all Suſpicions of Fraud or Im- 


But 


=. 
Her Royal 
Highneſs 


tice of it. 


Circum- 
+ ſtances to 
149 render it 
24% ſuſpected. 


how af : 


Tbe Pretender an Impoſtor. i 
But tis not only undeniable, that no ſuch notice was gi- 
ven, either to her Royal Highneſs or to any of Conſangui- 


had no no- nity with her, nor to any other of the Noble Matrons of 


England ; but ſuch Artifices were uſed as might moſt con- 
ceal the Time and intended Place of her pretended Travail, 
fuch feigned Time of her ſuppoſed Conception was publiſh'd 
by the King and Queen, that neither her Royal Highneſs, 


nor any of the Nobility, could poſſibly foreſee the Time 


when the Comedy that is now ſaid to have been acted, was 
to begin. | 

The Place where her Majeſty was intended to lie in was 
kept in ſuch uncertainty, and often publiſhed ſo variouſly, 
ſometimes that it ſhould be at Richmond, ſometimes at Wind- 


= for, another time at Hampton-Court ; that none of the Nobles 


of either Sex, that were of the Kindred and Friends of the 
Heir apparent, nor of the Proteſtant Nobility, could know 
repare themfelves for Attendance on her Majeſty, 


as was their Duty to their Majeſties, her Royal Highneſs, 
and the Kingdom. 


As the Publication of the Place was often changed, as if a 
Surpriſe in the Place was deſigned, ſo at laſt ſuch a ſudden 


and ſeeming haſty Reſolution was taken a Day or two before 


her pretended Delivery, that her Lying-in ſhould be at St. 
James's, tho' none expected the Time to be near by above 
three Weeks ; that Commands were given for preparing her 
Lodgings there ſo haſtily, that when her Majeſty faid on 


the Friday, ſhe would lie there on Saturday, and it was 


told her, it was not poſſible her Lodgings ſhould be ready; 
She then ſaid, ſhe would lie there on the Flocr. 1 
It was hoped by all the Proteſtants that the Princeſs of 
Denmark would have been a faithful Watcher for her own - 
fake, when the time of her Majeſty's Deliverance of her 
great Belly ſhould come; tho' ſhe had not been able, or 
the durſt not give them advice of the Occurrences in the 
time of her Majeſty's ſuppoſed Pregnancy, it was thought 
that it could not be avoided bur ſhe would be preſent to ſee 
what *was brought forth, whether any thing or nothing. 
Bur care was taken, that Advice ſhould be given her when 
ſhe wanted Aſtringent Medicines, to go to the looſenin 
Waters of the Bath, to keep her fourſcore Miles diſtant til 
the pretended Prince ſhould be born. 
At the firſt Notice we had of her Majeſty's paſſionate De- 
claration, that ſhe would lie at St. James's on tlie Saturday 
Night, we could not conjecture that there was to be a pre- 
tended Prince brought forth on the Sunday; nor was there 
any Whiſpers of it, or the leaſt natural, feigned or counter- 
feit Sign of fore- running Pains of a Woman, whoſe Time 
of Travail approacheth. Her Majeſty was late in the Night 
at Cards, and no Appearance of an Indiſpoſition then, nor 
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is any pretended to have been in the Night; but we learned by 
the Event on the Sunday the reaſon of her Majeſty's fixed and im- 
moveable Reſolution to lie at St. James s on the 3aturday Night, 
ſhe was it ſeems to bring forth a Prince on the Sunday. | 
There was a cunning Contrivance to chuſe a fit time of that 
day ; it was to be between the Hours of Nine and Ten in the 
Morning, that all or moſt of tae Proteſtant Ladies might be at 
Church, and the Trick be over before their Return; and that 
the Midwife Mrs. Labady, and the Favourite Mrs. Tburain; 
might have Freedom and Secrecy, as they had, to act their Parts 
in the bringing forth of a ſuppoſititious Prince. 

The Room alſo that was choſen, wherein the Trick was to 
be acted, was fit for the Purpoſe, and contrary to the Rules of 
common Prudence in a Caſe ſuſpected for ſetting up a ſuppoſi- 
titious Child, and ought to have been avoided, if their meaning 
had been juſt and good ; there was a private Door within the 
Rail of a Bed into 4 Room, from whence a Child might be ſe. 
cretly brought and put into the Bed, unſeen by any that ſhould 
attend in the Queen's Room, tho” at the Feet of the Bed, (none 
of them coming into the Rail) and by that Door the three Con- 
fidents, the Midwife, Mrs. Labady, and Mrs. Tourain, brought 


5 into her Majeſty's Bed what they pleaſed unſeen. 


If they had wanted no ſecret Conveyance by that Door, com- 
man Prudence required that they had nailed or ſealed it up to 
avoid confirming and increaſing the Kingdoms juſt and known 


Jealouſies, of impoſing upon them a counterfeit Prince, when 


it ſhould be known, that there were ſuch ſecret Ways as made 


it ſo eaſie to be done by Confederation, undiſcerned by others 


that were in the Room ; bur it appeared by the Event that the 
Privy Door was ſo neceſſary for the deſigned Impoſture, that 
all the Tranſactions of it were managed by that Door, as is well 
known to all thoſe Lords of the Council that were brought for 
a Shew, not to ſee any thing that was done, but only to be ſeen 


in the Bed-Chamber with his Majeſty, that their Names might 


be publiſhed to the People, as if they had been Witneſſes of 
the Queen's being delivered of this pretended Prince. 
The Civil Law provided, as a Rule of common natural Equi- 


that might defeat another appearing Heir, that the Chamber 


wherein ſhe was to be delivered ſhould have but one Door; 
and if there were more, that they ſhould be ſealed up with the 


Seals of both Parties, and that Keepers ſhould be ſer at the ſin- 
gle Door, and no Woman ſuffered to enter till ſhe was ſearched 
in all kinds, that no Child might be conveyed to the Woman 
in her real ſuppoſed Travail. And tho' we have no expreſs 
Statute that gives Direction in ſuch Caſes, yet our Common 
Law abhors all Appearance of Fraud about Inheritances, and 
hath appointed Twelve of the moſt able Neighbours to judge 
of all the Signs and Appearances of Fraud, and ſetting up coun- 
terfeit Heirs, who may alſo judge upon preſumptive Evidence, 
and rejeꝙ any pretended Heir, 1 they ſee Signs of Fraud 


Time. 


The Place, 
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The Pretender an Nypoſtor. 
and Impoſture whereupon to ground _ Judgment ; and 
every one muſt at his peril take care that there be grounds of 
ſuſpicion given of a ſuppoſititious Heir. * 

We have faithfully ſhewed your Highneſſes what were the 
Preparations for her Majeſties ſuppoſed Time of Travail, where. 
in there appeared no Marks of an Intention ro deal uprightly 
and openly with her Royal Highneſs as Heireſs apparent of the 
Crown, and with the Subjects of the Kingdom; nor were there 
any natural Signs that her Majeſty feared the common Sorrows, 
Pains, and Danger of a Woman in Travail, or made any ſuita« 
ble Proviſions. 55 5 Po: 
We cannot learn, that there were in readinefs ſo much as the 
uſualInſtruments of Mid wives,whereupon they commonly place 
all Women of Quality in their Time of their Travail; that ſuch 
Aſſiſtance may be given them by the Matrons and Midwives, 
as is not poſſible to be given on their Knees, which is the com- 
mon Poſture of meaner Women; and leaſt of all as they lie in 
their Bed, which is ſeldom uſed until the Length of the Travail, 
and Failures of Strength enforce it: There being many natural 
Reaſons for the Poſture of the Womens Bodies helping them in 
their Travail. . - „ 35500 

Amongſt orher ſuitable Proviſions, it had been certainly fit 
that a College of Phyſicians had been called to attend ſome where 
near to her Majeſty, if ſhe had not known there could be no 
need of them, and had not been ſure there could be no hour of 
danger to her ſelf in a feigned Travail, nor any ſudden need of 


Phyſicians Advice or Help to a ſtrong lively ſuppoſed Prince, 


that was intended then to be brought forth. 


As all the Preparations for her Majeſties ſuppoſed Time of N 
Travail, diſcovered to knowing and obſerving People that there 
was no reality in her pretences made of a great Belly; ſo the 


Fiction and Fraud was made more manifeſt when the Trick came 


27 Orher Cir- 
I cumſtances 
i! j of the | 
Aoubt ful- 
nne ſe of the 
Delivery. 


Wort time, 


to be acted. „ 

Her Majeſty lying in Bed with all the Curtains round cloſe 
drawn, all that was provided belonging naturally to a Child, 
and intended to be uſed by them, in their bringing forth a ſup- 
pofititious Prince, being prepared and ready within the | 
inner Chamber, then her Majeſty's feigned Travel began; and | 
all theſe things were, by the Help of the Midwife, Mrs. Labady, 
and Mrs. Zeurain the Confederates, brought through the Door 
in the Wall by the Queen's Bed, and put between her Sheets ; 
that is, a Chiid and all that naturally attends a Birth. Then the 
Midwife and the Confidents ſeemed very buſie about her Ma- 


jeſty in the dark; none ſeeing what they did, and being 


afraid, as appeared by the Midwife's Words, that the Child, 
which was prepared to ſleep, to prevent its crying before it was | 
got into the Bed, ſhould be ſtifled by the Cloſeneſs of the Bed, 


they were forced to haſten the Queen's pretended Delivery even 


beyond what was reaſonably to be believed, notwithſtanding all 
that could be ſaid of the Lady of Loreto, or any other Saints Aſ- 
ſiſtance; therefore the Queen's ſuppoſed Deliverance was in 2 
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But nothing appeared in her Majeſty like the real natural 
oman in Child- bearing; there were none of the 
uſual natural Signs in her Majeſty of being in real Travail, 
which cannot be hidden; there was no e of an ap- 
proaching Travail by various intermitting 


Travail of a 


angs, uſually very 


35 


reat by the Infants ſtraggling to free it {elf of the Womb; no 
Chew of the Pains naturally and gradually increaſing as more of 


the Ligatures came to be broken or rent, whereby every Infant 


is ſafely retained in the Womb, until its full growth and appoint- 
ed time; there were no Signs of her Majeſty's known Weak» 
neſs in bearing ſuch Pangs in her State of Body, debilitated with 
long lingring Infirmities ; there were no Signs ofa violent Erup- 
tion of an untimely Birth from the Womb of eight Months and 


four Days, as her Majeſty then reported it to have been. 


All that was to be feigned was ſuddenly diſpatched, and the 
Midwife delivered ſomething cloſe covered to Mrs. Labady, 
which could be nothing but the Child they had put in; and 


went with it together thro' the privy Door in the Rail of the ; 


Bed into the next Room in ſo great haſte, that it was not con- 
fidered how plainly it might diſcover that it was a mere feigned 
counterfeit 
attending and aſſiſting her Majeſty in thoſe Moments, when 
there was the greateſt Neceſlity of her Skill and Aſſiſtance in her 
Office, and the moſt extreme Danger of her Majeſty's Life by 


any Negle& of her, if ſhe had really brought forth any Child, 


as they were obliged to pretend. _ 8 
Inſtead of fair open freedom in ſhewing that the Queen was 
really delivered of a Prince, which our Cuſtoms, and Laws, 


and natural Equity required, that all the Works of Nature 


might have been ſeen and teſtified by noble Matrons ; their 
pretended Birth of a Prince, and all that they did about it, 


was done in the dark, with the Curtains cloſe drawn round a- 
bout the Bed, and under the Coverings of it; and none of ei- 


ther Sex permitted to ſee any thing done about her Majeſty, 
or her ſuppoſed Child, ſave only the Confederates; no others 
of thoſe in the Bed- Chamber, that drew as near as they might, 
were ſuffered to ſee what was taken out of the Bed, being 
ſomething wholly covered, and immediately carried away by 
private Door. 5 
All hearkened after the common and moſt eonſtant natural 
Sign of the Birth of a living Child, that is, its crying: but we 


are fully aſſured from divers Lords of the Council, and others 9 *%* 
that were in the Bed-Chamber, that the crying of a Child was CHa. 
heard by none there, when the pretence was that a Child was 
born; tho the Midwife would not at firſt ſay it was a Prince. 


We have related to your Highneſſes no Circumſtances but 


ſuch as are notoriouſly know, or could be judicially proved be- 


fore any impartial Court of Judicature ; and therefore we will 


not offer to your Highneſſes thoſe Conjectures (tho we have 


them from good hands) of what was acted about the pretended 


Prince in the Room from whence he was brought, and to 
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The Pretender an Impoſtor. 
which he was carried, before the Lords of the Council, or any 
others were told that there was a Prince born: but we have it of 
certainty from thoſe that were preſent, that during the whole 
fictitious Travel of the Queen, and a conſiderable time after 
it, his Majeſty kept thoſe Lords of the Couucil that were cal“ 
Jed, not far from the feet of her Majeſties Bed, that were 
cloſe ſhut up; they neither {aw nor heard any thing about the 
Birth of the ſuppoſed Prince, whereof they can be lawful Wit- 
neſſes to the Kingdom: yet the Actors of this whole Impoſture 
had the Confidence to publiſh forthwith to the Kingdom by 
Authority, that thoſe Lords and many Ladies of Quality 
were preſent at the Queen's Delivery of a Prince, equivoca- 
ting therein like the Jeſuits, and falſely inſinuating to the 
People, that thoſe Lords, and many  Matrons of the Nobility 
had been ſuch ocular Witneſſes as our Laws require of the 
| Queen's being delivered of a Prince; whereas in truth all that 
1 1 were not of the Confederacy waited to no more purpoſe than 
| if they had been ten Miles off her Bed-Chamber. 
= Circ After long waiting, his Majeſty left them, and retired into 
Fance the inner Room, where were Mrs. Labady and the Confidents with 
eat fol- the ſuppoſed Prince; and it was ſoon after ſaid to the Lords, 
Lowe he that a Prince being born, there was no more need of them; 
3 whereupon ſeveral of them went away, and whatſoever was 
ſuppor t done in ſhewing a Child to thoſe that ſtaid, was not worthy of 
delivery. our Inquiry, ſince it could be of no ule to your Highneſſes or 
; the Kingdom, 1 
Vet we carefully obſerved and inquired after the Queen's ſup- 
poſed Deliverance of a Prince, whether there were any natural 
demonſtrable Signs in her Majeſty that ſhe had newly born a 
Child, that had broke its way by Violence into the World be- 
fore Nature's time, as ſhe then affirmed. Some of us know well 
the uſual and neceſſary Conſequences of ſuch Force upon Nature 
in Women of ſuch Tenderneſs and Weakneſs as her Majeſty; 
we expected to have heard of her great Weakneſs, and dan- 
ger of her Life by a Fever that commonly attends ſuch un- 
timely Bicths; we inquired after the Danger of her Majeſty's 
Breaſts by the uſual redundancy of Milk, becauſe one had re- 
ported ſo long before, that ſhe had plenty of it in her Breaſts ; 
we imployed proper Perſons to ask what Woman had the 
Honour to draw her Breaſts or whether any Applications 
were made to her Breaſts to repel or dry the Milk; and 
alſo to ask aiter the good Progreſs of her Majeſty in the natu- 
ral Cleanſings that follow- Child bearing, and of her ſtrength 
in bearing theſe unayoidable Conſequences, whereby all Wo- 
men of her Majeſty s Tenderneſs and Weakneſs are greatly de- 
bilitated : but we could never learn by our moft diligent In- 
quiry that there was any appearance of theſe natural Effects of 
Child-bearing; tho a good Doctor's Skill might have eafily 
Signed all thoſe ro the Dęluſion of all about her Majeſty's 
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ſetting up a Counterfeit) that it looks like a Contempt of your 


Crown before her, nor to the Kingdom in their acknowledg- 1 


then was your Highneſſes Compliance with the Popiſh Deſign — 


have perſuaded your Highneſſes to a conſent, that the Penal 


The Pretender an Impoſtor. is an 


We have now given your Highneſſes an Abſtract of many of 
the Circumſtances which we had collected in this Affair, and 
and muſt freely affirm, that we cannot obſerve from the begin- 
ning to the end of it one footſtep of ſincere plainneſs; all | 
that hath been done therein from the Queen's pretended Con- 
ception to her ſuppoſed Delivery of a Prince, hath ſhewed de- 
ſires and intentions to hide the truth of thoſe natural things 
which they were obliged by the Laws of England, by natural 
Juſtice, and by their own Honour and Intereſt to have made 
demonſtrable or proveable by ſufficient Witneſſes to all the 
Kingdom, if there had been truth in their pretences. 

There hath been ſuch a total negleR, lighting and diſregard Rules of | 
of all the neceſſary Rules of Law and Juſtice about needful Law and | 
Witneſſes of the Birth ofa Prince and Heir to the Crown Juice 
(when they knew that moſt of the Kingdom ſuſpected their ncglected. 


Highneſſes and the whole Kingdom; as if no Satisfaction was 
du: to her Royal Highneſs in her admiſſion of an Heir to the | 


ment ofa Prince to be the next Succeſſor to the Crown. | 
The moſt modeſt Judgment we can make of it, is to think 4 
that a blind Zeal (always nouriſh'd by the Romiſp Church) to - 
ſettle a Popiſh Succeſſor, hath made them break through all 1 
the Rules of Righteouſneſs, and ſtifle and extinguiſh all the L 
natural Affections of a Father to a Child, to do a Service f 
to their Church, which is by their Doctrine ſo meritori- 
Ous. | 855 | ; + 3 
Your Highneſſes will the better conſider all theſe Circum- 
ſtances mentioned, if you will pleaſe to call to mind the Oc- 
caſion and Time when this Deſign was firſt reſolved on to ſet 
up a Prince to bar her Royal Highneſs of the immediate Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, wo 
| Be pleaſed to remember, that tis before obſerved, that the P ai. 
going to the Bath, and the viſit to St. Winifred's Well, and the 9” for the 


| Preſent made to the Lady, were preparations for a Report of belief of 4 


the Queen's being with Child, and were all concluded upon /e of | 
about the end of Auguſt and beginning of September 1687; and Wales. 


deſpaired of. | 
The abſtract of Mr. Steward's Letters to Mijn Heer Fagel, * 
which we juſt now find printed, confirms all our Memorials Endeas- 
in that Matter. He was pardoned and choſen by the King to %% 
perſ: uade 14 
Laws and Teſt ſhould be repeal'd, which had been a full eſta- Ve Pr. ang 
bliſhment of Popery. In his two firſt Letters of July, he ſeeks ©” nceſs 
to perſuade your Highneſs that the King was reſolved to pre- Orange 2 
ſerve, and obſerve the true Right of Succeſſion to the Crown, ebe! th j 
and was very deſirous of your Highneſſes Conſent and Concur- Pena 
rence in his Deſign, and troubled to find them ſo averſe from LA,. 
it. In his next Letters of the fame July he preſſed, that your 
Highneſſes ſhould have been diſpoſed ro heatken to. a — 
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ſen Informer to be ſent by his Majeſty to perſuade your Con- 
currence with him; and he preſſeth extremely for a haſty An- 
wer: the new Councils for ſetting up a ſuppoſititious Prince 
ſeem then to have begun. | 
That Letter ſeems to threaten what we now ſee, if your 
Highneſſes refuſed ; he doubled his Aſſurance to him that was 
to ſolicit your Highneſles, that if you were obſtinate (as they 
call it) it will be fatal to the Diſſenters, and he feared produ- 
_ Qtive of Ills yet unheard of. And his Letter of Auguſt 5. ſeems 
to give your Highnefles your laſt time to chuſe the Settlement 
of Popery, or to reſolve to be true to the Proteſtant Religion. 
He ſays, If your Highneſs did what was deſired by the 
King, it was the beſt Service to the Proteſtants, the higheſt 
Obligation on his Majeſty, and the greateſt Advancement of 
your own Intereſt, that you could think on; but if not, then 
all is contrary. There can be no other Meaning in faying, if 
pour Highneſſes refuſed all is contrary, ſave only this, that the 
\ Proteſtants ſhould then have no Mercy from the Papiſts, his 
Majeſty would be ſo offended that he would become your 
Highneſſes Enemy; and it would be the loſs of your High- 
neſſes greateſt Intereſt that you can think on, which certainly 
could be no other than the juſt Expectancy of the threeKingdoms. 
As theſe Letters threaten that the King would deſtroy your 
Highneſſes greateſt Intereſt if you refuſed- ſo the attempt of | 
it food after appeared. 1 5 | 
It's now known, that in September and October the Reſolutions 
| 


were taken to publiſh rhat the Queen was with Child ; but 
= :; before it was publickly declared, that is, October 8. Mr. Steward 
E 49: gel and ſays, he would uſe no more Arguments to your Highneſles ; - 
1 1 Mr. Ste- but he then laments your Highneſſes loſs of the time of com- 
. yard's pliance: Alas, ſaid he, that Providence ſhould not be under- 
erer, a- flood. Then in November he ſpeaks more plainly (notwithſtan- 
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eue the ding your Highnefſes Moderation towards the Papiſts, and 
. their Liberty was ſhewn by Mijn Heer Fagel's Letter) he ſays, 
. That all hope of your Highneſſes concurrence in the King's 
Deſign was quite given over, and Men were become, as cold 
in it here, as your Highneſſes were poſitive there: And upon 
his new Conference with the King, he not only ſhews the 
King's diſlike of that Letter, but fays expreſly, That your 
Highneſſes Anſwer was too long delay'd, and that the King 
was quite over that matter. There can be no other reaſonable: 
Conſtruction of this, than that the King had then reſolved of 
another way to proſecute the Popiſh Deſign, and time hath 
now ſhown and proved to the World that the way reſolved on 
was to ſet up this ſuppoſititious Prince for a Popiſh Succeſſor. 
Theſe Letters, by the help of time, ſhew the Deſign when 
it was in Embrio, and help to make a Judgment upon all the 
other Circumſtances that we have mentioned ; and no doubt 
if an Evidence made up of all the Circumſtances we have men- 
tioned, in their Order and Connexion, were given to any im- 
partial Judges, it would be judged as ſtrong a preſumptive 
| : Evidence 
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Evidence as ever was given: and in the Proceedings of our 


Laws againſt Criminals, Judgment hath paſſed againſt the 


Lives of many upon far leſs Evidence; this being as full as the 
nature of the thing can poſſibly ſuffer in your Highneſſes and 
the Kingdom's Cate. I 

But notwithſtanding this ſort of circumſtantial Evidence be 
ſufficiently forcible and convincing to diſintereſted Perſons, 


to prove this ſuppoſed Prince to be an Impoſtor, and it may 


be more Circumitances of the ſame Nature are known to your 
Highneſs, yet we moſt humbly pray your Highneſs to wave 
inſiſting upon any of them as entirely, as if you could neither 
prove nor know more about this pretended Prince than com- 
mon Fame hath proclaimed, without Contradi ion. 

It no ways belongs to your Highneſles, nor to the Kingdom, 
to prove the Falſhood of his Pretences, or any Circumſtance 


about his Birth ; and it would be very prejudicial for your 


Highneſſes to take upon you the burden of producing Witneſ- 
neſſes and Proofs, and admitting your Highneſſes Adverſaries 
to diſpute their Force and Suffictency, when it belongs to them 


wholly and only to bring forth ſuch lawful Witneſſes in due 
numbers, as may ſatisfy your Highneſſes and the Kingdom of 


the Truth their Pretences ; and tis an infinite Wrong to your 
Highneſſes and the Kingdom, that they have not done it long 
ſince, if there had been a true Prince born of the Queen. 
Since tis the Kingdom's great concern as well as your High- 
neſſes, we are the bolder to propoſe, that the Method of De- 
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fence againſt the publick Injury be made according to the Firing fer 
known Laws and Cuſtoms of England; that is, that an open their Royal 


5 ; . Ii ghneſies 
free Demand be made in the name of her Royal Highneſs, as Highneſ 


Heireſs apparent of the Crown, and in behalf of all the People _ in ths 
of the Realm, that there be forthwith declared and publiſhed © 


to the Kingdom a ſufficient Number for this Caſe, of lawful 
Witneſſes of either Sex, ſuch as the Laws of England and na- 


tucal Juſtice require in the Caſe, who do teſtify, that accor- 


ding to the uſual practice of their reſpeQive Sexes at the Birth 
of Princes, Heirs to Crowns, they were Eye-Witneſſes that 
the Child now called the Prince of Wales was naturally born of 
the Queen's Body. . 

Tis but juſt, regular and modeſt for your Highneſſes to 
make that Demand; and your inſiſting upon it to be done im- 
mediately, without the leaſt delay, is no more than the Right 
of your Highneſſes and the Kingdom, as muſt be confeſſed by 
all that eithar know the Rules of 


of England. Our Laws require and demand an entry to be 


made upon all Intruders into the Rights or Inheritances of ano- 


ther; there ought to be legal Interruptions made of all wrong- 
ful Po ſſeſſions however obtained. A long Permiſſion of an il- 
legitimate Child to paſs for a legitimate Heir, is of dangerous 
conſequence to the true Heir of an Inheritance; 'tis a known 
Rule both in our Engliſb Laws, and the Civil Laws, Tacens longo 
fempore præſumitur conſentire; he that remains long without an- 

ſwering 


a 


natural Juſtice, or the Laws 
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The Pretender an Inpoſtor. 
ſwering any thing to an Intruder's Claim, ſeems to allow it. 
Wecrave pardon that we muſt freely tell your Highneſſes, 


that it hath been our aſtoniſhment that your Highneſſes have 


been ſo long ſilent, and have deferred to make your juſt de- 
mand, and that you have ſo long ſuffered her Royal Highneſs's 
Chaplains to pray publickly for'this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales. 


Your Highneſſes Heart cannot deſire the God of Truth and 


Righteouſneſs to proſper ſuch an Invaſion of your own and the 
Kingdoms Rights, nor to bleſs the Impoſtor as ſuch, being ſet 


up (tho' an innocent Child) to be a Tool in the Hands of others 


to deſtroy the Proteſtant Profeſſion; your Highneſſes Claims to 
the greateſt Inheritance, and the beſt Civil Government known 
in the World. We believe your Highneſſes to be true Chriſtians, 


that tremble in the Worſhip and Prayers before the Eternal Ma- 


jeſty; and therefore hope ſuch a Shew of owning him will not 
be longer ſuffered to be acted before the great God that ſearch» 
eth all the Hearts of Princes and Subjects. YT 
I your Highneſſes ſhall firſt make this legal Demand propoſed, 
and Satisfaction therein be not given by the Maintainers of the 


ſuppoſed Prince, without Delay, then natural Juſtice and our Laws 


dictate, that your Highneſſes demand a Retraction by the pub- 
lick Miniſters of the King in all Chriſtian Kingdoms and States, 
of the falſe News they have publiſhed of the Birth of a Prince 
of Wales, and their Vindication of her Royal Highneſs's Right 


apparent to the next Succeſſion of the Crown. _ . 


. ” 


When a wrongful Claimer to be Heir of Inheritance cannot 


prove his true Deſcent, the Court wherein he ſues his Claim, not 
only rejects and damns his falſe Pretences, but openly declares 


the counterfeit Tricks or Forgeries that they obſerve to have 


been attempted to ſupport the falſe Claim; and our Laws en- 


able the Heir that hath been diſturbed, to demand by his Action 


againſt the falſe Pretender, Satisfaction for the Scandal of his 


Jawful Title ; and farther require his Proſecution for Juſtice 

againſt all the known Confederates in that intended Wrong an 

Fraud, for their ſeveral Crimes therein commitred. _ $4 
We are ſenſible, that moſt Catholick Princes have a Prejudice 


to us in the Rights we claim as Exgliſb Proteſtants, not knowing 


our Laws and Liberties; and we have therefore propos'd theſe 
two Demands to be firſt made by your Highneſſes, in the Be- 
half of her Royal Highneſs and the Kingdom, that we might 
convince them that we have Reaſon and Juſtice, according to 


their own Laws and Rules of Right, to ſeek your Highneſſes 


Prote ion againſt the King's Practices (as they yet appear) in 
forcing us to ſtoop to a counterfeit Prince, and to change the 
Succeſſion of the Crown and the whole Government; your 
Highneſſes having therein a joint Concern with us; and our 
Laws, and Nature it ſelf, call upon you to defend your own 


and the Kingdom's Right, to preſerve the Succeflion of the 
Crown as is by the Laws eſtabliſhed; which the King had no 


Pretence of Power to change. 6. AP 58 
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